Elderly  Housing  Unit  Set  for  Chinatown 


ARTIST'S  RENDERING  OF  PROPOSED  QUINCY  TOWERS  complex  for 
elderly  Chinese.  Jung-Brannen  Assoc.,  Inc.  has  been 
selected  to  develop  the  $3.5  million  complex  to  be  lo¬ 
cated  at  Oak  and  Washington  Sts. 
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LY  GING  LEE 

A  housing  unit  designed 
specifically  for  the  elder¬ 
ly  in  Chinatown  may  be  in 
store  for  this  community  in 
the  near  future. 

The  architectural  firm 
of  Jung/Brannen  Associates, 
Inc.,  has  been  tentatively 
designated  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority 
(BRA)  as  the  developer  of 
an  estimated  $3.5  million 
coniples  for  elderly  housing, 

The  proposed  complex, 
tentatively  named  Quincy 
Towers,  is  to  be  located  at 
Oak  and  Washington  Sts.  on 
a  12,000  sq.  ft.  parcel  of 
land  adjacent  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  Quincy  School  complex. 

The  15-storey  Quincy 
Tower  will  consist  of  112 
one-bedroom  apartment  units 
and  31  two-bedroom  units 
for  a  total  of  143  units. 

The  architects  have  pro¬ 
posed  using  the  first  and 
second  floors  of  the  com¬ 
plex  for  community  and  com¬ 
mon  needs.  A  community 
area,  laundry  rooms  and 
lounges  are  planned  for  the 
first  floor.  The  second 
floor  is  scheduled  to  be 
used  for  a  day  care  center. 

The  Quincy  Tower  complex 
will  have  a  total  of 
CONT.  ON  Pq.  3 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  to  Us! 

THE  SAMPAN  is  a  year  old  today. 

Reprinted  in ■this  issue  are  some  of  the  thoughts  and 
feelings  of  the  editor  which  went  into  THE  SAMPAN  when 
it  first  undertook  operations  to  become  a  community 
newspaper.  Goals  are  always  distant  and  intangible,  to¬ 
ward  which  one  stives. 

Today  we  are  still  working  toward  those  goals  first 
set  down  before  the  Chinese-American  Civic  Association, 
the  "parent"  organization,  which  set  us  on  our  feet  and 
which  continues  to  provide  the  support  necessary  to  keep 

our  all -volunteer  effort  going. 

★  *  * 

"CHINATOWN  NEEDS  A  NEWSPAPER. . .to  bridge  the  gaps  be¬ 
tween  community  organizations,  between  young  and  old, 
between  Chinese-speaking  and  the  non-Chinese  speaking, 
to  bridge  the  gap  between  Chinatown  and  the  outside 
communi ty . 

A  newspaper  is  needed  to  provide  an  open  forum  for 
the  voicing  of  important  issues  and  various  opinions,  to 
allow  an  exchange  of  ideas,  to  link  people  with  other 
people,  to  promote  a  sense  of  community,  to  focus  on 
people,  organizations,  events  and  the  community  as  a 
whole. 

The  present  systems  of  communication  in  Chinatown  are 
hopelessly  inadequate,  leaving  large  gaps  because  they 
occur  so  sporadically,  are  generally  non-bi-1 ingual  ,  and 
offer  only  limited  coverage  and  penetration. 

CHINATOWN  NEEDS  A  NEWSPAPER. 

The  Chinese-American  Civic  Association  (CACA), 
through  its  arm  the  Multi -Service  Center,  has  recognized 
this  need  and  taken  important  initial  steps  to  support 
the  creation  of  THE  SAMPAN.  The  scope  of  THE  SAMPAN, 
however,  goes  far  beyond  the  "newsletter"  function. 

THE  SAMPAN  is  yet  a  seedling:  humble  and  young,  in¬ 
experienced  and  weak.  With  the  proper  support  and  nour¬ 
ishing,  THE  SAMPAN  can  emerge  as  the  community  newspaper 
Chinatown  so  desperately  needs. 

THE  SAMPAN  needs  a  mandate  from  the  CACA  to  emerge 
not  as  simply  a  tenuous  house  organ,  but  as  a  community 
newspaper  cognizant  of  the  needs  of  the  whole  of 
Chinatown. 

THE  SAMPAN  needs  the  support  of  the  Chinese  community 
to  continue  as  an  effective  tool  for  communication. 

THE  SAMPAN  from  the  very  start  MUST  be  committed  to 
those  tenets  of  journalism  which  all  responsible  news¬ 
papers  are  guided  by:  a  sense  of  mission  to  report 
fairly  and  accurately,  to  take  responsible  action,  to 
write  objectively,  creatively,  and  entertainingly, 
cl  early  and  wel 1 . 

It  is  important  for  THE  SAMPAN  to  set  the  standard 
now  for  becoming  a  newspaper  of  responsibility,  of 

i 
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Inquiries  should  be  sent 
to  CACA  Multi -Service 
Center,  85  Tyler  St., Bos¬ 
ton,  02111.  Tel :426-0673 . 


Merchants 
Celebrate  70th 


On  September  6,  the  Chi¬ 
nese  Merchants  Benevolent 
Association  at  Boston  cele¬ 
brated  its  70th  birthday. 

The  grand  celebration 
began  at  noon  at  the  Hudson 
Street  building.  After  the 
ceremonies  of  paying  re¬ 
spects  to  the  ancestors,  a 
meeting  was  held  to  welcome 
and  introduce  directors, 
elders,  presidents  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  Chinese 
Merchants  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciations  from  various 
states  across  the  country. 
The  guests  were  then  in¬ 
vited  to  a  tea  reception 
upstairs. 

In  the  evening,  over  700 
guests  and  their  families 
attended  the  dinner  at  the 
57  Restaurant.  The  gregar¬ 
ious  congregation  wrapped 
up  the  merry  gathering  with 
a  popular  Cantonese  opera 
at  the  nearby  Bradford 
Hotel . 
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Ruth  Moy  New 
Golden  Age  Ctr. 
Director 


Mrs.  Ruth  Moy,  a  former 
restauranteur ,  is  the  new 
interim  director  of  the 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center, 
effective  as  of  September 
8,  1973,  for  a  6  month  tri¬ 
al  period. 

Mrs.  Moy's  objective  as 
the  new  director  is  to  co¬ 
ordinate  efforts  to  serve 
the  elderly  with  the  local 
community  groups. 

"After  preliminary  dis¬ 
cussions,  we  feel  greatly 
encouraged  that  we  have  the 
support  of  the  local  organ¬ 
izations,"  said  Mrs.  Moy. 

"My  immediate  concern  is 
the  location  of  a  larger 
site.  Our  present  quarters 
are  inadequate  to  service 
the  people  who  desire  to 
participate  in  our  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Center  can  only 
seat  35  men  and  women  at 
our  hot  meals  program,"  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Moy  also  plans  to 
expand  the  program  of  home 
deliveries  of  hot  meals  to 
shut-ins.  An  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  is  being  planned  to 
locate  elderly  who  need 
this  help.  She  has  con¬ 
tacted  the  Tufts-New  Eng¬ 
land  Medical  Hospital  to 
discuss  the  dietary  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  elderly  Chinese 
patient. 

The  Golden  Age  Center  at 
239  Harrison  Ave.  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  funded  by  the 
Executive  Office  of  Elder 
Affiars  under  Title  III 
grant  and  private  funds. 
It  was  formed  in  1971  to 
support  the  needs  of  the 
elderly  in  the  areas  of  re¬ 
ferral  ,  medical,  transpor¬ 
tation,  home  services,  le¬ 
gal  and  recreational.  Hours 
are  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 


the  Elderly 

-  THE  ELDERLY  IN  CHINATOWN- 
Recent  developments:  new 
Golden  Age  Ctr.  director, 
representative  on  Mayor's 
advisory  committee  on  el¬ 
derly,  elderly  housing 

Quincy  Towers  from  pg.  1 

101,000  sq.  ft.  of  useable 
space. 

The  go-ahead  for  the 
sale  of  the  land,  which  is 
BRA  owned,  will  be  given  to 
Jung/Brannen  Associates 
pending  the  firm's  success¬ 
ful  acquisition  of  finan¬ 
cing  and  the  firming  up  of 
working  drawings,  according 
to  David  Lalima,  BRA  assis¬ 
tant  project  director  of 
the  South  Cove  area. 

Yu  Sing  Jung,  a  Chinese 
architect  and  president  of 
Jung/Brannen  Associates, 
said  that  negotiations  are 
under  way  with  the  Mass. 
Housing  Finance  Agency  for 
the  necessary  finances. 

Jung/Brannen  was  one  of 
four  developers  who  submit¬ 
ted  proposals  to  the  BRA 


Representive  on 
Elderly  Comm. 

BY  MARDI  AYRES 

Speaking  in  behalf  of 
elderly  Chinese  on  the  May¬ 
or's  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  Elderly  is  Mrs.  Rose 
Wu,  recently  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  to  represent  Chi¬ 
natown. 

The  position  on  the  ad¬ 
visory  committee  is  totally 
voluntary,  but  the  energy 
and  concern  comes  from  Mrs. 
Wu's  personal  desire  to 
help  Chinatown  which  has 
been  her  home  all  her  73 
years. 

The  Citywide  Advisory 
Committee  on  the  Elderly 
serves  as  a  liason  between 
the  city  officials  and  the 
elderly  in  the  various  com¬ 
munities  in  Boston.  Com¬ 
mittee  members  provide  a 
voice  for  the  elderly,  ad¬ 
vises  and  informs  city  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  needs  of  the 
elderly  in  their  respective 
communities. 

Mrs.  Wu  noted  that  the 
Chinese  elderly  are  more 
fortunate  than  elderly  of 
many  other  ethnic  groups. 
The  elderly  in  Chinatown, 
she  said,  are  well  taken 
care  of  by  their  children 
who  house  their  parents  and 
facilitate  all  needs. 

Very  few  people  have 
come  to  Mrs.  Wu  for  help, 
but  she  has  an  open  ear  and 
willingness  to  help  her 
fellow  elderly. 


early  this  year. _ 

Community  input  in  the 
form  of  suggestions  or  in¬ 
quiries  in  either  Chinese 
or  English,  are  welcomed  by 
the  architect  firm.  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  to  Mr.  Yu 
Sing  Jung,c/o  Quincy  Tower 
Associates,  665  Boylston 
St. ,  Boston.  Ma. .  02116. 
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EDITORIAL 


Reform  Important 

There  are  fine  points  in  Sen.  Fong's  bill  which  we 
are  not  in  complete  agreement  with.  But  the  substance 
of  this  bill  to  amend  the  current  immigration  laws  is  of 
vital  importance  to  the  Chinese-American  community. 

Nationwide  support  for  this  reform  legislation  is 
necessary  to  expedite  its  enactment. 

Presently,  sons  and  daughters  of  permanent  residents 
are  allowed  to  enter  the  country  as  immigrants,  while 
conversely  parents  of  permanent  residents  are  not.  In 
the  traditional  family  unit  the  older  people  play  a 
functional  and  key  role.  Parents  and  grandparents  alike 
make  up  necessary  component  parts  of  the  family  unit  and 
contribute  toward  the  enrichment  and  education  of  the 
young.  Discrimination  of  the  elderly  to  enter  the  U.S. 
encourages  the  break  up  of  the  family  unit  which  is  so 
important  to  the  Chinese. 

The  second  point  of  the  bill,  normalization  of  status 
to  non-permanent  residents  would  provide  to  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  Chinese  community  the  peace  of  mi nd  to  free¬ 
ly  seek  "life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

Finally,  the  English  language  requirement  for  citi¬ 
zenship  is  an  unfair  obstacle  to  place  before  the  elder¬ 
ly,  for  whom  the  learning  of  a  totally  new  language  is 
no  small  task.  Particularly  for  the  Chinese,  whose  lan¬ 
guage  structure  is  fundamentally  different  from  the  Eng¬ 
lish  language,  this  requirement  is  unjust. 

Great  thought  and  action  by  the  Chinese  community 
should  be  given  to  this  reform  legislation.  A  letter  to 
ones  Congressman  coming  from  many  is  the  kind  of  action 
needed  now. 

»« 
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truth,  of  fairness,  in  providing  the  news.  These  must 
be  the  ideals  to  work  earnestly  for,  otherwise,  THE 
SAMPAN  becomes  another  of  countless  other  so-called 
newspapers  which  soon  become  defunct:  dead  without  pur¬ 
pose  or  honor,  ineffective  and  fleeting. 

Only  with  a  solid  base,  imbued  with  the  journalist's 
mission  to  communicate  accurately  and  honestly,  can  THE 
SAMPAN  become  an  effective  and  respected  transmitter  of 
information  and  fact.  A  credible  source  of  news  for  all 
the  community  and  for  the  out-lying  Greater  Boston 
community. 

THE  SAMPAN  is  in  no  position  to  espouse  for  itself 
unlimited  and  unthoughtful  editorial  independence.  It 
recognizes  and  respects  its  responsibilities  and  obli¬ 
gation  to  the  Chinese  community  and  to  the  Chinese- 
American  Civic  Association,  his  "parent." 

But  THE  SAMPAN  is  also  responsible  unto  itself,  to 
act  and  address  itself  to  issues  which  confront  the  Chi¬ 
nese  community.  To  this  end,  THE  SAMPAN  cannot  be  lim¬ 
ited,  hands-tied  agency  mouthpiece,  but  a  community 
newspaper  responsible  to  its  people." 


Immigration 
Reform  Bill  on 
Capitol  Hill 

A  new  bill  to  amend  cur¬ 
rent  immigration  laws  has 
recently  been  introduced  in 
Congress  by  Sen.  Hiram  Fong 
of  Hawaii.  Fong's  bill  will 
be  of  significant  inter¬ 
est  to  Chi nese-Ameri cans. 

There  are  three  signifi¬ 
cant  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  would  change  the  cur¬ 
rent  immigration  laws.  They 
are: 

(1)  The  right  of  perma¬ 
nent  residents  to  apply  for 
immigration  visas  for  their 
parents  to  enter  the  U.S. 
The  parents,  upon  entry, 
will  automatically  attain 
the  status  of  permanent  re¬ 
sidents. 

(2)  All  aliens  living  in 

the  United  States  since 
October  3,  1973  can  apply 

for  permanent  residence. 
Those  aliens  who  do  not 
have  criminal  records  will 
be  allowed  to  normalize 
their  immigration  status 
and  to  occupy  their  lawful 
positions  in  the  social  and 
economic  life  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  They  will  be  free 
from  deportation. 

(3)  Those  permanent  re¬ 
sidents  50  years  and  older 
and  eligible  for  citizen¬ 
ship  will  be  able  to  take 
the  citizenship  examination 
in  their  native  language. 
(Thereby  eliminating  the 
present  English  language 
requirement  for  citizenship 
for  the  elderly. ) 

This  bill  is  still  pend¬ 
ing  in  committee. 
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YMCA  Bubble  to  Get  Toilet-Shower  Unit 


The  Chinese  YMCA's  Bub¬ 
ble  will  be  enTarged  to  in¬ 
clude  a  new  "wet  facility", 
men's  and  women's  toilet 
and  shower  facilities. 

A  one-story, cinder  block 
building  is  planned  for 
construction  by  1974.  The 
facility  will  be  attached 
to  the  rear  exit  door  of 
the  Bubble  on  the  Hudson 
Street  side.  A  corridor 
leading  from  the  Bubble 
door  to  the  actual  new  "wet 
facility"  will  maintain  a 
natural  air  lock. 

The  toilet  and  shower 


Fashion  Show 
Set  for  Nov.  2 

The  CACA  is  sponsoring 
its  second  annual  fashion 
show  and  dinner  Friday, 
Nov.  2,  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  China  Pearl.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  go  to  the  YMCA 
building  fund. 

Fashions  by  Sumi's  of 
Framingham  and  furs  by 
Sam  Sacks  of  Boston  will 
be  featured.  A  fur  hat 
donated  by  Mr.  Sacks  will 
be  given  as  a  door  prize 
and  Chinese  objects  will 
be  auctioned. 

(Donations  for  the 
auction--which  must  be 
Chinese  objects--may  be 
left  at  the  Cathay  Corner 
gift  shop  at  the  corner 
of  Beach  and  Oxford  Sts.) 

Dabris  levins,  talent¬ 
ed  community  artist  and 
folk  singer,  will  perform 
on  guitar. 

Tickets  for  the  seven- 
course  Chinese  dinner  and 
fashion  show  are  availa¬ 
ble  from  co-chairwomen 
Lily  Chin,  tel.  phone 
969-6360;  and  Susie  Woo, 
327-9852. 


facility,  which  will  cost 
approximately  $30,000  has 
been  contracted  to  Tara- 
belli  Brothers  of  Needham 
which  built  the  Y's  Bubble. 

Frank  Chin,  chairman  of 
the  Y's  board  of  directors, 
is  project  chairman  for  the 
wet  facility. 

Plans  for  the  facility 
have  been  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the 
YMCA  and  the  corporate 
headquarters,  the  Greater 
Boston  YMCA,  in  mid  Sep¬ 
tember.  Construction  go- 
ahead  is  still  pending  ap¬ 
proval  by  the  Boston  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authorities  (BRA) 
and  the  City  Building  Com¬ 
mission. 

Fund-raising  by  the  com¬ 
munity  has  been  going  on 
for  several  months.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  William  Bray, 
the  Y's  executive  director, 
more  than  half  of  the  nec¬ 
essary  funding  has  been 
raised. 


The  largest  single  con¬ 
tributor  has  been  the  Mer¬ 
chants  Association.  The 
CACA  will  sponsor  a  fashion 
show  and  dinner  with  pro¬ 
ceeds  going  to  the  YMCA's 
building  fund.  Various  in¬ 
dividual  restaurant  owners 
and  waiters  have  also  con¬ 
tributed  and  the  Chinese 
Consolidated  Benevolent  As¬ 
sociation  has  helped  to 
solicit  raffle  tickets  on 
the  Y's  behalf. 

"This  will  be  the  near¬ 
est  thing  to  a  complete 
recreational  facility  ever 
built  in  Chinatown,  in  my 
opinion,"  Bray  said.  He 
noted  that  when  complete, 
the  YMCA  will  provide  use 
of  an  indoor  court,  rooms 
for  programming,  and  a  wet 
facility. 

Three  multi-purpose  pro¬ 
gram  rooms  were  built  into 
the  area  previously  used  as 
a  "drop-in-center"  in  the 
Bubble  this  summer. 


MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION  CONTRIBUTES  $5,000  to  the  YMCA's 
building  fund.  The  donation  will  assist  in  the  con- 
truction  of  a  new  toilet  facility  for  the  Bubble,  (left 
to  right),  Davis  Woo  outgoing  chairman  of  the  YMCA  board 
of  directors;  Arthur  Wong  president  of  the  Merchants; 
Marvin  Gee,  representing  the  YMCA,  receiving  the  check; 
and  Chester  Lee  president  of  the  Merchants,  pose  during 
presentation  ceremonies. 
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letters  to  the  editor 

A  Dream --and  a  Nightmare 

A  pipe  dream  no  doubt,  but  here  according  to  The 
Financial  Times  of  London  is  the  multinational  execu¬ 
tive's  dream  of  a  lifestyle: 

--Living  in  Britain. 

--Having  a  Chinese  wife. 

--Employing  a  French  cook. 

--Enjoying  an  American  salary. 

Then  there  is  the  nightmare. 

--Living  in  France. 

--With  an  American  wife. 

—  And  a  British  cook. 

--On  a  Chinese  salary. 

To  SAMPAN  Editor: 

The  above  little  article  may  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers,  or  you  may  wish  to  expound  on  the  plight  of  the 
Chinese  of  being  subservient,  and  grossly  underpaid.  I 
enjoy  your  SAMPAN,  keep  up  the  good  work. 

Sincerely, 
E.  Woo 
Waltham,  Mass. 


PERSONAL: 

A  Chinese  man  from  San 
Francisco,  seeks  informa¬ 
tion  about  his  daughter. 
Due  to  family  circumstances 
years  ago,  he  "gave  away" 
his  daughter  to  an  Italian 
couple  when  she  was  a  baby. 
The  girl  now  6k  years  old 
and  the  Italian  couple  re¬ 
side  in  Boston.  The  girl's 
father  is  very  concerned  a- 
bout  progress  of  the  child. 

Anyone  with  information, 
please  contact  Fanny  Kwan, 
CACA  Multi -Service  Center, 
85  Tyler  St.,  Boston;  or 
call  426-8673,  423-1926. 


BOSTON  GLOBE 
Sept.  26,  1973 


A  real  ghetto 

It  is  time  the  people  of  Boston  stop 
regarding  Chinatown  as  just  a  quaint 
piece  of  exotica  from  the  Orient, 
complete  with  smiling  little  yellow 
faces.  ^  ’ 

Chinatown  is  a  real  exploited 
ghetto  .  .  .  poor  housing,  poverty 
and  street  fighting,  young  drop-outs 
and  drug  addicts.  Non-English- 
speaking  women  work  hard  in  tha 
garment  factories  for  low  wages. 
Lonely  restaurant  workers,  spend 
precious  leisure  hours  in  illegal  gam-  , 
bling  houses,  watch  hours  of  cheap 
Hqng  Kong  flicks  and  American 
porno,  pass  the  time  in  smoky  bars 
and  seek  the  non-Chinese  prosti¬ 
tutes  amidst  the  strained  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  cultural  alienation  and 
racism. 

One  common  practice  that  Bos¬ 
tonians  should  be  aware  of  is  the 
restaurants  in  Chinatown  in  which  ■ 
the  boss  keeps  *the  waiter’s  tips  .  .  . 
house  rule.  Next  thne,  check  with 
the  waiter  quietly. 

HENRY  JUNG 

Boston 


BOSTON  GLOBE 
October  9,  1973 


improving  the  future 

Henry  Jung’s  Sept.  26  letter  of 
exasperation  about  Chinatown  does 
more  damage  morally  and  spiritually 
to  hia  fellow  Chinese  than  it  does  to 
Create  a  climate  of  Understanding 
about  the  Chinese  in  the.  Greater 
Boston  area. 

Where  a  community  attempts  to 
preserve  its  cultural  identity  by 
physically  and  geographically  locat¬ 
ing  in  one  central  area,  the  ghetto¬ 
like  atmosphere  due  to 'high  density 
is  bound  to  create  problems  of  hous¬ 
ing,  juvenile  delinquency,  alienation 
and  unemployment.  Similar  prob¬ 
lems  exist  in  bther  ethnic  centers. 

.  .  .  The  stitdhers  fpr  the  most 
.part  in  Chinatown  am  unionized 
under  the  Garment  Workers  Union 
and  probably  receive  benefits  which 
far  exceeds  benefits  received  by 
thdr  husbands. 

China*  men  arg  not  plone  In 
their  need  te  eecaHohally  seek  ref-' 
Uge  In  “smoky  bar*”  and  the  comfort 
and'  oempany  of  the  women  of  the 
street.  ... 


-S' 


Might  not  one  instead  look  at  some 
of  the  constructive  community  activ¬ 
ities?  Within  the  past  few  years  Chi¬ 
natown  bar  provided  free  adult  edu¬ 
cation  classes  in  citizenship  and 
teaching  “survival  English,”  estab¬ 
lished  a  community  health  clinic, 
free  bilingual  job  counseling  in  co¬ 
operation  with  the  Divisioh  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Securities,  and  taken  a  sig¬ 
nificant  role  in  the  planning  of  its 
new  low  income  housing  unit,  Tai 
Tung  Village.  Last  month  communi¬ 
ty  leader^  broke  ground  for  Pagoda 
Parh,  Chinatown’s  first  outdoor  rec¬ 
reational  playground, 

Indiscriminate  finger  pointing 
,  and  painting  pictures  as  pathetic  as 
the  old  opium  den  pictures  Ameri¬ 
cans  envisioned  20  years  ago,  creates 
suspicion  and  confusion  in  the  minds 
of  non-Chinese  fellow  Americans. 
Can  we  not  look  more  constructively 
i  to  the  future  and  efforts  being  made 
to  improve  that  future? 

GLORIA  CHUN 
(Chinese  Community  Newsletter) 
Boston  Editor,  The  Sampan 
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By  Gene long 

Editor's  Note:  This  is  part 
I  of  Gene  Tong's  account  of 
his  visit  to  mainland  China 


It  took  fully  six  months 
to  obtain  permission  to  en¬ 
ter  The  People's  Republic 
of  China.  There  was  great 
anxiety  within  me  much  like 
twenty-three  years  ago  when 
I  waited  for  almost  two 
years  for  permission  to  en¬ 
ter  the  U.S.  This  compari¬ 
son  seems  amusing,  somehow. 

Anyway,  I  guess  I  have 
been  an  Ameri can-Chi nese 
longer  than  I  had  been  a 
Chi nese-Chi nese. 

What  I  saw  and  felt  in 
China  during  the  ten  days 
that  I  spent  in  China  re¬ 
flected  those  emotions  com¬ 
ing  from  a  Chinese-Ameri- 
can.  [Jot  as  a  real  native 
Chinese,  not  as  an  Ameri¬ 
can:  but  as  something  in 
between . 

My  seven-year  old  son 
and  I  arrived  in  Hong  Kong 
one  day  in  early  July.  Rel¬ 
atives  in  Hong  Kong  advised 
us  to  go  through  the  China 
Travel  Agency  there.  The 
agency  is  in  a  multi -story 
new  building  with  a  size¬ 
able  staff. 

We  learned  that  overseas 
Chinese  returning  to  the 
homeland  for  the  first  time 


‘ten  days 
with  my 
quarter 
of  humanity’ 

A  Return  Trip 
to  Mainland  China 

were  given  special  privi¬ 
leges  in  terms  of  importing 
certain  goods  into  China. 
So  we  went  to  the  China  Em¬ 
porium  across  the  street 
and  talked  to  the  special 
department  which  took  care 
of  foreign  visitors. 

We  bought  several  hun¬ 
dred  dollars'  worth  of 
goods  produced  in  China, 
which,  we  later  found  out, 
were  not  generally  avail¬ 
able  on  the  open  market  in 
China.  These  goods  were 
appreciated  by  my  rela¬ 
tives,  who,  along  with  the 
rest  of  the  quarter  of  hu¬ 
manity,  were  living  in  what 
seemed  to  me  to  be  slightly 
above  subsi stance  levels. 

To  achieve  even  that  for 
a  population  of  over  800 
million  is  remarkable  in¬ 
deed.  As  previous  travel¬ 
ers  have  reported,  there 
were  no  beggars  to  be  seen. 


The  services  provided  by 
the  China  Travel  Agency 
were  very  good.  Being  Chi¬ 
nese  and  fluent  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  dialect,  I  thought  I 
would  have  no  trouble  find¬ 
ing  my  way  around. 

But,  there  were  no  signs 
around  so  the  travel  agency 
representative  led  us  from 
building  to  building,  from 
room  to  room. 

After  four  hours,  we 
were  all  done  and  finally 
got  on  a  very  modern  train 
at  1 :30  p.m.  We  had  left 
Kowloon  at  7:30  that  morn¬ 
ing.  The  ride  to  Kwangchow, 
where  I  spent  most  of  my 
childhood,  took  only  about 
three  hours.  It  was  quite 
comfortable  on  the  train, 
except  that  we  felt  a  lit¬ 
tle  cold  in  that  62-degree 
temperature  while  the  out¬ 
side  air  must  have  been  in 
the  humid  90' s. 

Kwangchow,  the  capital 
of  Kwangtung  Province,  has 
changed.  There  were  new 
structures  everywhere,  even 
though  the  transformation 
was  not  as  complete  as  that 
in  Hong  Kong. 

Part  II  in  next  months 
SAMPAN . 


Free  English  Classes 

Free  English  language 
classes  are  offered  the 
community  Monday  through 
Friday  from  9  a.m.  to  12 
noon  and  from  1  p.m.  to  3 
p.m.  at  the  Chinatown  Boys 
Club  at  888  Washington  St. 

The  classes  are  offered 
as  a  part  of  the  community 
outreach  program  of  the 
English  Language  Center  of 
Appleton  Street,  Boston.  In 
its  new  outreach  program, 
the  Center  hopes  to  bring 
its  services  closer  to  the 
Chinese  community. 

For  information  or  reg¬ 
istration,  call  426-0545. 


wanted-  accounts  receivable  clerk 

Experience  helpful,  but  not  •  necessary.  Must  enjoy 
talking  to  people  and  like  working  with  figures.  Some 
typing  required.  Excellent  employee  benefits  and 
working  conditions.  Located  in  Cambridge,  convenient 
to  MBTA.  Call  Mrs.  Graffeo  for  appointment,  661-0990. 

August  A.  Busch  &  Co.  of  Massachusetts,  Inc. 
a  subsidiary  of  Anheuser-Busch,  Inc. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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The  House  That  Lee  Built:  Palatial 


Bob  Lee,  owner  of  Bob 
Lee's  Islander  Restaurant 
and  President  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Benevolent  Asso¬ 
ciation,  recently  moved  in¬ 
to  a  palatial  new  home  in 
exclusive  Chestnut  Hill.  A 
member  of  the  SAMPAN  staff 
had  the  opportunity  of  go¬ 
ing  through  this  fine  piece 
of  Eastern  architecture. 
This  is  her  report. 

»« 

The  house,  a  stone  monu¬ 
ment  to  Lee's  business  suc¬ 
cess  rises  up  from  the  land 
in  pagoda-like  style, 
crowned  with  yellow  tiles 
like  the  Imperial  Palace  of 
China. 

Ornate  hand-carved  doors 
nestle  between  two  equal ly- 
ornate  stone  plaques.  Fit¬ 
tingly  Lee's  Chinese  name 
is  carved  indelibly  in  the 
stone  plaques.  No  one  will 
soon  forget  that  this  is 
the  house  Lee  built. 

On  entering  the  quasi - 
imperial  structure,  the  un¬ 
suspecting  guest  is  greeted 
by  the  awesome  sight  of  a 
green  and  yellow  ceramic 
fountain  glistening  behind 
a  curtain  of  falling  water. 
Lee  plans  an  aquatic  garden 
around  the  fountain  under 
an  unfinished  pavilion  of 
impressive  proportions. 

Peripatetic  Lee  commis¬ 
sioned  artists  in  Taiwan, 
Japan  and  Hong  Kong  to  cre¬ 
ate  murals,  screens,  furni¬ 
ture  architectural  details 
and  art  objects  for  his 
home. 

The  lavish  quality  of 
the  house  dazzles  the  eye 
from  the  floor  to  ceiling. 
Purple  carpeting,  purple 
and  gold  walls,  lacquered 
furniture,  ornate  details, 
all  grab  the  eye  as  the 
house  guest  is  led  from  one 
room  to  the  next. 


Monument  by  Sharon  Sooho 

Photography  by  Wendy  Maeda 


YELLOW  TILES — CHINESE  MOTIFS— embrace  the  front  of  pala¬ 
tial  mansion:  the  house  that  Lee  built,  an  effort  cost¬ 
ing  nearly  half  a  million  dorrars. 


A  RESPLENDENT  Chinese  fountain  greets  the  visitor  at  the 
!  inside  entrance  to  Lee's  Chestnut  Hill  home. 
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SPORTS 

Tyler  Street  Teabags  Overpower 
Whiz  Kids  for  Championship 


LY  TEDDY  WONG 

The  Tyler  Street  Teabags 
captured  the  heralded  cham¬ 
pionship  of  Boston  China¬ 
town's  First  Annual  Soft- 
ball  World  Series  in  play¬ 
offs  Sept.  15  at  the  Hing- 
ham  grounds. 

The  Teabags,  under  the 
leadership  of  captain  Glenn 
"The  Fox"  Yee,  now  have  an 
unblemished  record  of  27-0 
over  two  years. 

Fireballing  Alan  Chue 
(4-0)  got  the  nod  over  the 
regular  starter  Gary  Yee 
(10-0)as  the  Teabags  start¬ 
ing  pitcher  against  the 
Whiz  Kids  who  countered 
with  their  ace  pitcher  Ken 


Ment  Yee  (7-4). 

For  three  innings,  both 
teams  were  deadlocked  in  a 
scoreless  tie.  The  Whiz 
Kids  started  the  fourth  in¬ 
ning  with  one  run,  and  the 
Teabags  retaliated  with  two 
of  their  own  in  the  bottom 
of  the  fourth. 

The  Whiz  Kids  opened  the 
seventh  with  another  solo 
run,  but  the  Baggers  re¬ 
turned  to  unload  on  Ken 
Ment  Yee  with  a  powerful 
three  runs  and  to  pick  up 
the  game  and  the  final 
score  5-2. 

Alan  Chue,  pitched  a 
brilliant  game  scattering 
six  hits  and  several  strike 


-outs.  A  bad  call  and  mis¬ 
judged  flyball  kept  Chue 
from  hurling  a  shut-out. 

The  defeat  of  the  Whiz 
Kids  in  the  finals  outshad- 
owed  their  earlier  victory 
over  Northeastern  7-4,  in 
semi-final  play. 

In  a  post-game  interview 
with  losing  pitcher  Ken 
Ment  yee,  Yee  said  he  was 
unable  to  adjust  to  the 
foreign  field  and  the  tal¬ 
ented  Teabag  hitters.  He 
conceded  that  his  team  was 
just  plain  "outplayed." 

ED'S  NOTE:  It's  all  fun 
and  game--and  that's  what 
this  business  of  life  some¬ 
times  amounts  to.  And  if 
our  sports  editor  sounds 
somewhat  biased  (inspite  of 
the  "editing"--e.g.  butch- 
ering--done  by  the  "non- 
athletic  news  staff "--as 
Teddy  calls  some  of  us) 
it's  no  wonder.  Teddy,  you 
see  is  a  Teabag. 


Ling  Tung  Boston  Guest  Conductor  Nov.  4 


Shanghai -born  Ling  Tung- 
-the  only  Chinese  born  con¬ 
ductor  performing  outside 
China  today  and  the  first 
native  of  mainland  China  to 
conduct  in  Japan— will  per¬ 
form  in  Boston  next  month. 

Ling  Tung  will  guest 
conduct  the  Boston  Philhar- 
monia  Orchestra  Sunday, Nov. 
4,  1973  at  3  p.m.  at  the  E.- 
M.  Loew  National  Theater  at 
the  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts  at  539  Tremont  St., 
across  from  the  Castle 
Square  complex. 

Ling  Tung  is  music  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Grand  Teton 
Music  Festival  in  Wyoming, 
the  Pittsburgh  Symphony 
Summer  Festival  and  the 
Philharmonia  Orchestra  of 
Philadelphia.  He  is  also  a 
regular  guest  conductor  of 
the  Vienna  Symphony,  the 
Royal  Philharmonic  and  the 


Japan  Philharmonic  which  he 
has  conducted  annually  for 
several  years. 

For  three  summers  he  has 
also  conducted  at  the  Marl¬ 
boro  Music  Festival  and  has 
served  as  music  director  of 
the  Hong  Kong  International 
Musi c  Festival . 

Ling  Tung  came  to  the 
United  States  on  a  Chinese 
government  scholarship  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II  and  is  now 
a  U.S.  citizen.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Curtis  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Music. 

Cn  Nov.  4  Ling  Tung's 
Program  includes  Haydn's 
Symphony  No.  44;  Frank  Mar¬ 
tin's  Concerto  for  Seven 
Winds,  string  and  percus¬ 
sion;  and  Brahm's  Serenade 
No.  2. 

Chinese  community  mem¬ 
bers  interested  in  obtain- 


inn  tickets  should  contact 
the  Boston  philharmonia 
Orchestra,  410  Marlborough 
St.,  Boston.  Should  lan¬ 
guage  problems  or  other 
difficulty  exist,  call  Fan¬ 
nie  Kwan  at  the  CACA  ’Tilti- 
Service  Center,  tel:  42C- 

o  r  7  m 


VTCC  Aired  on  AM 

"Voice  of  the  Chinese 
Comrnuni t.y"--a  one-hour  pro¬ 
gram  of  Chinese  music,  sto¬ 
ries,  culture,  community, 
consumer  education,  health 
care,  education  news--is 
now  heard  on  AM  radio. 

It  will  be  broadcast  on 
WCOP-AM  11.50  on  the  dial 
each  Sunday  from  r:30  p.m. 
to  10:30  p.m.  (It  is  also 
heard  at  the  same  tire  on 
WCOP-FM.) 
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Savings  riding  on 


A  common  means  of  trans¬ 
portation  in  Boston  is  the 
old  standby,  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Bay  Transit  Authority 
(MBTA),  or  more  simply,  the 
Boston  "T". 

One  should  be  aware  of 
the  many  money-saving  ben¬ 
efits  available  under  the 
various  programs  on  the  T. 

DIME  TIME  The  90-day  ex¬ 
periment  officially  began 
on  April  2  of  this  year, 
according  to  a  spokesman 
for  ttie  MBTA.  Because  of 
the  success  of  the  Dime- 
Time  project,  the  experi¬ 
ment  will  be  continued  un¬ 
til  the  end  of  the  year. 

Presently,  Dime-time  is 
in  effect  on  only  the  Blue 
Line  and  Orange  Line  (as 
far  as  Everett  Station), 
and  the  Red  Line  (Quincy 
and  Ashmont).  During  the 
hours  between  10  a.m.  and 
1  p.m.  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day,  passengers  pay  ten 
cents  instead  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  25  cents  fare. 

SENIOR  CITIZEN  PASS  Any¬ 
one  65  years  old  or  over  is 
eligible  for  a  Senior  Citi¬ 
zen  Pass  which  enables  that 
person  to  ride  on  the  "T" 
for  half-fare.  One  can  ap- 


The  Chinese-American  Ci¬ 
vic  Association  began  its 
new  year  of  activity  with  a 
slide  show  presentation  and 
talk  by  Gene  Tong  who 
toured  Mainland  China  this 
summer.  He  spent  10  days 
in  Canton  visiting  his  fam¬ 
ily  and  his  former  home 
which  he  had  not  seen  since 
1950. 

On  October  27  the  CACA 
hosted  a  Halloween  Party 
for  its  young  peopl e (young , 
young  ones! )  at  its  head¬ 
quarters  . 


ply  for  the  pass  at  the 
Government  Center  station 
Monday  through  Friday  be¬ 
tween  9  a.m.  and  3:30  p.m. 

There  is  a  50  cents  reg¬ 
istration  fee,  and  the  ap¬ 
plicant  must  show  some 
identification  which  pro¬ 
vides  proof  of  age  and  ad¬ 
dress.  (A  drivers  license, 
birth  certificate,  pass¬ 
port,  or  citizenship  papers 
would  be  sufficient.) 

The  applicant  must  also 
reside  in  one  of  the  79 
cities  and  towns  which  fall 
into  the  MBTA  district.  If 
you  are  not  sure  if  you 
in  the  MBTA  district,  call 
the  MBTA  Community  Affairs 
and  Marketing  office  at 
722-5215. 

A  picture  will  be  taken 
when  you  apply  for  the  pass. 

If  the  applicant  speaks 
little  or  no  English,  THE 
SAMPAN  suggests  that  a  bi¬ 
lingual  person  accompany 
the  applicant.  (You  might 
t.ry  calling  Fannie  Kwan  at 
the  CACA  Multi -Service  Cen¬ 
ter,  phone  426-8673,  to 
help  you.) 

STUDENT  BADGE  A  child  12 
years  old  and  until  he/she 


A  host  of  other  activi¬ 
ties  are  scheduled  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year,  ac¬ 
cording  to  social  chair¬ 
man  Susie  Woo. 

On  Nov.  2  CACA  will 
sponsor  a  benefit  fashion 
show  and  dinner  co-chaired 
by  Li 1  Chin  and  Mrs.  Woo  at 
the  China  Pearl.  Proceeds 
go  to  the  YMCA  Building 
Fund. 

And  Nov.  17  Ernest  and 
Mary  Roberts  chair  the  Game 
Night  and  Turkey  Raffle. 


completes  high  school  is 
eligible  for  a  student 
badge  qualifying  the  stu¬ 
dent  for  half-fare.  A  stu¬ 
dent  badge  is  available 
from  school  officials  where 
the  child  is  attending. 

Younger  children  (ages 
5-11)  automatically  pay 
half  fare. 

Nat’l  Chinese  Opera 
In  Boston  Nov.  14, 15 

The  National  Chinese  Op¬ 
era  Theater  from  Republic 
of  China  performs  in  Bos¬ 
ton  .Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
November  14  and  15  at  8:30 
p.m.  at  Symphony  Hall. 

The  30  member  troop  fea¬ 
tures  acrobatics,  dancing, 
drama,  pantomime  and  Rung 
Fu  martial  arts  demonstra¬ 
tion  . 

Six  popular  Chinese  op¬ 
eras  including  The  Monkey 
King  will  be  performed. 

Tickets  ranging  in 
prices  from  $7.50  to  $4-- 
may  be  purchased  at  Sympho¬ 
ny  Hall  box  office. 

Local  Art  Exhibit 

An  exhibition  of  contem¬ 
porary  Chinese  paintings  by 
local  area  artists  will  be 
on  display  at  the  Boston 
Multi -lingual  Library  at 
496  Tremont  St.  in  the 
Castle  Square  complex.  The 
exhibition  features  Western 
style  paintings  and  tradi¬ 
tional  Chi nese  scrolls. 

W.J.  Chow,  Lawrence  Chow 
and  C.C.  Wong,  local  art¬ 
ists,  are  participating. 
The  exhibition  runs  from 
November  5  through  16,  and 
is  open  daily  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  Monday  through  Thurs¬ 
day,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m. ,  and 
Fridays  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


CACA  Scheduled  Activities 
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Editor’s  Musings  on  Parades 


I've  always  loved  parades,  the  gaiety,  the 
familiar  faces,  the  jovial  mood  and  the  sense 
of  celebration.  Maybe  it  is  the  "little  girl" 
in  me  that  makes  parades  so  exciting. 

A  community  parade  is  especially  heart¬ 
warming  with  its  non-professionalism.  The 
blood  and  soul  which  goes  into  its  making  is 
part  of  its  whole  appeal.  I  suppose  I  like 
the  "home  made"  air  of  the  whole  thing. 

Sunday's  Double  Ten  Parade  which  wound 
its  way  up  Oxford  St.  around  Essex  up  to  the 
Boston  Common  down  Tremont  and  back  up  into 
Chinatown  was  one  of  those  thoroughly  enjoy¬ 
able  parades.  It  was  a  beautiful  day,  ex¬ 
cept  for  some  windy  gusts. 

* 

The  political  nature  (62nd  anniversary  of  the 
Wuchang  revolution  which  snowballed  the  over- 
thro  of  the  dynastic  Manchu  government)  of 
the  parade  seems  less  significant  than  the 
need  for  the  Chinese  community  to  be  together 
in  the  open  in  all  its  festive  glory. 

A  parade  is  a  showcase:  a  public  viewing 
of  the  community  for  the  community  and  its 
neighbors.  A  time  for  our  peacock  feathers 


to  be  spread,  our  leaders  and  orgaiizations 
to  be  in  the  open.  Importantly,  it  is  a  time 
for  relating  to  one  another  and  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  in  taking  pride  in  our  Chineseness. 

* 

The  outside  participants,  the  pols  and 
the  marching  band  and  majorettes  provided  the 
extra  dressing.  The  Que  Shing  Music  Club  add¬ 
ed  the  special  Chinese  flavor.  The  Quong  Kow 
school  children  led  by  Emily  Ekig  were  delights. 

Merchant s— weathered  and  wise-dressed 
ceremoniously  in  their  very  Chinese  gowns, 
members  of  the  women’s  club  and  family  associa¬ 
tions  gave  the  parade  variety  of  color  and 
dress  and  age. 

Chester  Lee  dutifully  directing  traffic, 
Davis  Woo  with  the  CACA  pagoda  and  the  kiddies, 
the  flag  poles  playing  havoc  in  the  wind, 
the  cannon  facing  a  map  of  mainland  China,  the 
Big  wooden  Y,  the  banners  and  the  prancing 
lions,  Frankie  Chin  pacing  the  floats,  and 
more .... 

All  announcing  "Chinatown's  a-coming." 

To  all  the  participants,  to 
Caroline  Chang  at  Little 
City  Hall,  to  Consulate  and 
Mrs.  Shih  Ying  Woo,  to  the 
organizations  and  the  many 
who  made  the  parade  a  reali¬ 
ty:  Thank  you.  It  was 
great. 

MSC  Dedication 
Sked  for  Nov.  11 

Dedication  ceremonies 
for  the  new  CACA  Multi-Ser¬ 
vice  Center  office  will  be 
held  Sunday,  Nov.  11. 

The  newly  renovated  of¬ 
fice  is  located  at  85  Tyler 
Street  across  from  its  old 
location. 

The  formal  opening  will 
commence  with  the  tradional 
lion  dance  around  noon  time- 
Refreshments  will  be  serv¬ 
ed.  The  public  is  invited. 


SOCIAL  SECURITY 

If  you  work  or  are  married  to  someone  who  is  working,  you  probably  will 
be  eligible  for  a  social  security  check  some  day.  Or  you  already  may  be 
receiving  social  security  payments  based  upon  work  you  or  your  spouse  did  in 
the  past.  In  either  situation,  you  should  know  as  much  as  possible  about  the 
important  government  programs  known  as  social  security  and  Medicare. 

WHAT  IS  SOCIAL  SECURITY 

Social  security  is  a  Federal  Government  insurance  program  which  provides 
monthly  benefit  payments  for  men,  women  and  children.  Primarily  it  is  a 
retirement  program  paying  cash  benefits  to  you  and  your  family  after  you 
stop  working.  Social  security  also  can  pay  disability  benefits  to  you  and 
your  family  at  any  age  if  you  become  so  disabled  that  you  are  unable  to  work 
for  at  least  a  year  or  more.  In  addition,  it  can  pay  benefits  to  your 
survivors  when  you  die. 

Basically  then,  social  security  is  a  government  insurance  program  which 
pays  cash  benefits  to  you  and  your  family  if  there  is  a  loss  of  income  due  to 
your  retirement,  disability  or  death.  It  does  not  fully  replace  all  of  your 
lost  income,  but  does  give  you  a  base  upon  which  you  and  your  family  can  plan 
for  the  future. 

WHAT  IS  MEDICARE 

Medicare  is  an  important  Federal  Government  program  which  helps  pay  for 
a  wide  variety  of  hospital,  physician  and  other  medical  bills  after  you  be¬ 
come  65.  Starting  in  July  1973  it  also  pays  these  bills  for  a  large  number 
of  severely  disabled  men  and  women  who  have  been  receiving  social  security 
disability  benefits  for  at  least  two  full  years.  This  includes  disabled 
workers ,  widows  and  grown  children  who  became  disabled  before  the  age  of  22. 

The  new  Medicare  program  also  gives  special  coverage  to  a  much  smaller 
number  of  men,  women  and  children  who  suffer  from  chronic  renal  disease  and 
need  to  have  kidney  dialysis  or  a  kidney  transplant. 
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FOOD  SERVICE  EQUIPMENT  -  DESIGN  -  RESTAURANT  SUPPLIES 

REGINALD  WONG  &  COMPANY,  INC. 

205  LINCOLN  STREET  BOSTON,  MASS.  02TI0 

423-1027  423-1028 
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